
NORTHERN IRELAND ASSEMBLY AND BUSINESS TRUST
21 – 24 NOVEMBER 2011

*PLEASE CARRY PASSPORTS WITH YOU AT ALL TIMES *

MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER

	08:00
	Coach transfer from Parliament Buildings, Stormont to Dublin Airport


	Coach will be parked in Upper East Car Park.


	11:00
	Coach arrives at Dublin Airport


	

	13:25
	Flight from Dublin to Brussels


	

	16:00

	Flight arrives at Brussels
Transfer to Leuven

	

	18:00-18:45

	Welcome and Introduction from Caroline Nash, Managing Director of Leuven institute for Ireland in Europe

	Leuven Institute

	18:45-19:30

	Margaret Malone

Topic: The EU Institutions & Decision-Making Processes


	Leuven Institute

	19:30 - 
	Dinner in Ulysses Restaurant, Leuven Institute

	Leuven Institute


TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER (all meetings held in NI Exec Office unless stated otherwise)
	07:00 – 07:45
	Breakfast 

	

	08:00

	Transfer from Leuven
	

	09:30 – 10:30

	Northern Ireland Executive office in Brussels

Speaker: Gerry / Eileen / Noel (TBC)
Topic: The role of the Northern Ireland Executive in Brussels and current issues.


	

	10:45 – 11:30
	Invest Northern Ireland

Speaker: Farha Brahmi – EU R&D Liaison Officer

Topic:  Funding opportunities - Framework Programme 7 and other opportunities for R&D funding, partner searches and support available from Invest NI.

	

	11:30 – 12:00
	Invest Northern Ireland
Speaker: Damian Nicell – Business Development Director, Europe.

Topic: Overview of his work on the Inward Investment Strategies, Commercial Links with Regions and Companies


	

	12:00-13:00

	UK Permanent Representation to the EU

Speaker: Antony Manchester - Councillor for Economics, Finance and Taxation; & Sanu de Lima - First Secretary (Taxation)

Topic: Eurozone Crisis and Financial Tax Proposals


	

	13:00-14:00

	Lunch
	

	14:15-15:15

	Permanent Representation of Ireland to the EU

Speaker: TBC 

Topic: Eurozone Crisis

	Irish Permanent Representation to the EU, 50 Rue Froissart.

	16:00 – 17:00
	European Commission

Speaker: David Harmon

Member of Cabinet for Commissioner for Research and Innovation.

Topic: Research and Development

	

	17:00 – 18:00
	Enterprise Ireland

Speaker: Catriona Ward 

Topic: Irish involvement in Framework 7 Programme, views on HORIZON 2020.


	

	19:00-
	Dinner in the Aux Armes de Bruxelles

	Beenhouwersstraat 13 Brussels


WEDNESDAY 23 NOVEMBER
	07:30-08:00
	Breakfast

	

	08:00
	Coach Transfer to Brussels

	

	09:30 – 10:30 

	British Agriculture Bureau

Speaker: Dawn Howard (Assistant Director)
Topic: Lobbying effectively


	

	10:30 – 11:30

	CBI
Speaker: Sean McGuire 
Topic: The work of CBI in lobbying on behalf of British business - with a focus on the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council.

	

	11:45 – 12:45

	UK Permanent Representation to the EU

Speaker: Tim Render

Topic: Regional Aid and CAP reform


	

	13:00 – 14:30


	Lunch 
	

	15:00-17:00

	European Parliament

Afternoon in the European Parliament with NI MEPs.

Diaries permitting Malcolm Harbour MEP – Chairman of the Internal Markets and Consumer Protection Committee – will meet with the group.


	Room 05M003
European Parliament

	17:30-
	Coach Transfer to Leuven

	

	19:00-
	Dinner in Ulysses Restaurant, Leuven Institute

	Leuven Institute


THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER

	06:30-07:00
	Breakfast

	Leuven Institute

	07:00

	Coach transfer from Leuven to Brussels Airport

	

	10:05
	Flight from Brussels to Dublin

	

	10:50
	Flight arrives in Dublin


	

	11:00
	Coach transfer from Dublin Airport to Parliament Buildings


	Meet McComb’s Coach at Airport Coach park area.
02890777440


	14:00
	Coach arrives at Parliament Buildings


	


*END OF PROGRAMME *


